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 Due to a “quirk” of the schedule, I found myself 
doing small group math instruction with both 3rd and 4th 
grade students on Friday afternoons. I realized that this 
would be an opportunity to get students working across 
grade levels but also saw that it could be a nice team building 
activity. After discussing possible rewards and prizes with 
the students, we decided on a “Boys vs Girls” format with 
the winning team getting a trophy. The trophy lives in my 
classroom, but the winning team has their photo displayed 
on it for everyone to see. I set a minimum of number points 
that they needed to reach. They would then be rewarded with 
an ice cream party. I decided we would see how well the 
concept worked and have the celebration at the end of the 
first grading period. If it was a success, we would consider 
using it throughout the school year.
 I knew I wanted them to work on multiple skills. 
Every Friday they start off with a timed math facts assessment 
that they work on individually. Every right answer gets 
points for their team. Then they are given a list of real world 
problems to solve as a team. They need to decide whether 
the problem calls for addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division and solve it. Teams can solve problems together or 
separately and they can decide whether they want to divide 
the problems up or have everyone work on the same problem 
at the same time. I only accept one answer per team. They 
get 10 points for every right answer, though I do give partial 
points if they solved the problem correctly but made a math 
error to get the wrong answer.
 I track their progress on a poster in my classroom, 
so they can see their progress. The “Boys’ Team” reached the 
points needed for an ice cream party in the second week of the 
four-week challenge. I set a new goal and told them, if they 
reached it, they could have pizza with their ice cream. They 
“won” pizza in the third week. The “Girls’ Team” got enough 
points for ice cream in week three and pizza in week four. A 
trophy I found at Goodwill was the real prize though! The 
boys ended up with the most points, so they won the trophy 
and got to have their picture taken with it. Another highlight 

Math Challenge at Warren a Success!
was whipped cream mustaches, which happened by accident 
but are now a tradition.
 The Math Challenge was so successful and motivating 
that we changed the teams and did it again during the second 
grading period. Two boys who were on the first winning 
team were also on the second winning team so they got to be 
“Captains” for the third grading period. I had them do a “draft” 
to pick teams. So far this year, we’ve covered area, perimeter, 
multiplication, division as well as addition and subtraction all 
in real world story problem format. They’ve learned that they 
can get the most done when they work separately to start and 
then come together to review answers. A few students had 
to learn how to deal with a peer who tried to micromanage 
them, and one student had to learn that being “the boss” isn’t 
always easy.
 All in all, the Math Challenge has been a big success 
and the students were super upset when we missed it due 
to the snow day on Friday, February 9th!  Paraprofessional 
Michelle Kelly helps me keep them on task and Sue Kaizer 
and Jennifer Lucas are the kids’ biggest cheerleaders. They 
also help me buy the pizza, ice cream and toppings. And 
thanks to our principal Ms. Mac for letting us celebrate and 
custodian Mr. Chris Miller for cleaning up our mess!

Para Michele Kelly with  happy participants of Warren’s 
math challenge.



Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Task Force
By Tom Spencer, Editor
 The Task Force for Assessment of Services and Supports for People with Intellectual and Developmental 
disabilities is currently holding meetings across the state of Indiana in preparation for a major revamping of 
comprehensive services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The Task Force originated 
with HEA 1102, passed by the Indiana legislature in 2017.  A broad assessment of services for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities was last undertaken in 1997. The goal is to have a comprehensive plan 
for implementation of community services by November 1, 2018.
 The Task Force is headed by Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch. The other 17 members represent 
numerous state agencies and advocacy groups including ARC of Indiana, which was instrumental in spearheading 
the legislation creating the task force. Meetings will be held through next October   to secure input from the public 
and concerned stakeholders. To view the list of board members, the minutes of meetings, the schedule of upcoming 
meetings and updates on the Task Force’s progress go to www.in.gov/fssa/ddrs/5455.htm 

News, Information and Updates!
By Tom Spencer, Editor
 Teachers/parents if you are not already aware of it the Indiana Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education, has much useful information for parents and teachers on their website. The site includes the “Director’s 
Newsletter,” links to other resources and websites, contact information if you have questions or concerns,  as well 
as updates on a variety of issues affecting special education in Indiana. Access the website at www.doe.in.gov/
specialed to learn more about your state Office of Special Education.
 Autism: Coming of Age, a documentary about three adults with autism, will air on WNIT public television 
on April 2 at 10:00 PM local time. The documentary includes interviews with families, friends and support teams 
for the three individuals featured. Check your local programming guide to find your public television channel if 
you do not have access to WNIT on your cable provider.
 The U.S. Department of Education has proposed a two year delay in the “significant disproportionality 
rule” that was finalized at the end of he Obama administration. The rule was slated to take effect July 1 and was 
intended to establish a national standard for identifying school districts that had exceptionally high rates of students 
from specific racial or ethnic groups identified who were identified with disabilities and placed in more restrictive 
settings or “subjected to discipline.”  
 The Department expressed concern that they may not have the authority to create a national standard and 
that the “Equity in IDEA regulations may not appropriately address the problem of significant disproportionality.” 
The delay has met with criticism from many advocacy groups. The delay will be up for public comment for 75 
days. (Information on this story was taken from Michelle, Diament, “Trump Directive Spurs Proposal to Delay 
IDEA Rule,” Disability Scoop, February 27, 2018, at www.disabilityscoop.com/2018/02/27/trump-directive-
delay-idea-rule/24774/ )

Read “The Special Edition”  in Ten Languages!
By Tom Spencer, Editor

 Teachers, if you know of parents or students would benefit from accessing The Special Edition in 
another language that option is available. Go to the SBCSC website and click at the top on languages. Scroll 
down to the language you would like and click. All information on the site will be translated into that language. 
Click on Departments and scroll down to Special Education and click. From the Special Ed homepage click 
on Parents and scroll down to The Special Edition. The issue will appear be in the translated language.  The 
translations are not perfect, but they are readable and understandable. For parents who do not have access to 
a computer, the issue can be printed out and sent home accordingly. Currently back issues from recent years 
through May 2017 are online and the most recent issues will be available soon.
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Technology Update

by Marilou Vandergriend, Editor

Google has created a curriculum that teachers and parents can use 
to teach kids how to be safe online. It covers topics like phishing, 
creating secure passwords, telling truth from fiction, and being kind 
online. It’s called Be Internet Awesome and includes all curriculum 
materials, posters, discussion topics, art projects and an online 
game called Interland. The website is https://beinternetawesome.
withgoogle.com/

The website and game do require some reading, so if your student 
needs help, download the free Google Chrome app Read &Write, 
which will read the text on the screen. Just search the Google App 
store for Read &Write for Google Chrome™.
Help kids to become good digital citizens!

+ = Digital 
Citizenship

Continued from Page 4
CAMPS/PROGRAMS LOCATED IN INDIANA

School of Informatics Summer Camp 
IU School of Informatics and Computing IU Bloomington 
Location: 919 E 10th Street Bloomington, IN 47408 
Dates: June 17-21, 2018 
Contact: Nancy Lemons at 812-855-8625, or email nlemons@indiana.edu 
Website: http://www.soic.indiana.edu/student-life/summer-camp/index.html 
IU’s Informatics Summer Camp is for students entering grades 9-12 in the summer of 2017 with an interest in technology. Students will get 
hands on experience, explore potential career paths, strengthen problem solving and communication skills, and hang out with other campers. 
To apply, fill out the application online and submit a 100-word essay about why you want to attend the camp. 

iD Tech Camp, Purdue University
Location: Purdue University campus, West Lafayette, IN 
Dates: Week-long sessions from June 4, 2018 through July 9, 2018, varying themes 
Contact: 1-888-709-8324, or email rbarone@idtech.com 
Website: https://www.idtech.com/locations/indiana-summer-camps/ 
Code, game, create. At iD Tech, students ages 7-17 code apps, design video games, mod in Minecraft, engineer robots, build websites, produce 
movies, and more. Students meet new friends and gain a competitive edge for school and future STEM careers.
Summer @ CIP 

CIP Bloomington Center 
Location: 425 N College Avenue Bloomington, IN 47408 
Dates: July 8-20, 2018 
Contact: 877-566-9247, ext. 13, or email info@cipsummer.com 
Website: http://cipworldwide.org/summer/summer-program-locations/ 
Summer @ CIP on the IU Bloomington campus offers high school students with Asperger’s, ADHD, and other learning differences a chance 
to experience a taste of independence while residing on campus in a college dormitory. Participants are introduced to the skills necessary for 
success at college, including social, academic, and independent living skills. Accepts participants entering 10th, 11th, and 12th grades in the 
fall, as well as recent high school graduates. 

March Madness at Edison

Tom Siwik, Life Skills Teacher at Edison Intermediate, 
and class look over his specially designed March 
Madness “Bracket of Integrity.” Tom used the NCAA 
basketball tournament as an opportunity to teach math 
and social studies Academic Standards.

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/
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2018 SUMMER CAMPS AND PROGRAMS
by Brenda Hinkle and Chris Currey, Editors

Indiana Resource Center for Autism www.iidc.indiana.edu  and Very Special Camps www.veryspecialcamps.com are two 
resources with lists of summer camps and programs. 

2018 Guide to Choosing The Best Summer Special-Needs Camp @ www.bestspecialneedscamps.com 
is a great resource for parents and campers, and includes useful advice and inside tips on asking the important special-needs 
summer camp questions, such as: special-needs camp scholarships and financial aid, camp facilities, camp staff experience, 
special camp programs, and much more.

CAMPS/PROGRAMS LOCATED IN OR NEAR SOUTH BEND, IN.
Hannah and Friends Summer Camp
Location: Hannah and Friends Neighborhood, 51250 Hollyhock Road, South Bend, IN 46637
Dates & Cost: Contact Kayle Sexton for 2018 dates and cost at 574-217-7860, ext. 2, or email programs@hannahandfriends.org
Website: http://www.hannahandfriends.org/our-programs/summer-camp/
Hannah and Friends offers 7 weeks of summer day camp for kids and adults with special needs age 7 and above. Themes include: 
Fun & Fitness, Movin’ & Groovin’, Art-Rageous, Science Alive!, and Splish Splash.

Camp Millhouse
Location: 25600 Kelly Road, South Bend, IN 46614 
Dates: Camp runs from mid June to early August. Camp sessions are one week long, beginning Sunday afternoon and usually 
ending Friday evening (exceptions are TLC week and Kids’ week). The majority of their weeks are differentiated by age group.
Cost: Voluntary tiered pricing schedule starting at $525.00/wk; some scholarships available 
Camp Millhouse, surrounded by 45 acres of woods, is a residential camp for differently abled people of ALL ages. They offer 
one-week age-specific sessions. An ACA accredited camp offering 24-hour cabin and nursing staff and many activities including 
swimming, music therapy, arts and crafts, an outdoor low ropes adventure course, hiking trails, nature projects, and themed 
evening programs.
Contact: 574-233-2202, or email campmillhouse@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.campmill

YMCA Camp Eberhart 
Location: 10481 Camp Eberhart Road, Three Rivers, MI 49093
Dates: June 17 through August 12, day camps and overnight camps, see website for more specifics 
Cost: Varies depending on program chosen, from $185-705. 
Contact: 269-244-5125, or email office@ymcacampeberhart.org 
Website: http://www.campeberhart.org/summer-camp30/summer-programs

Therapeutic Riding
Reins of Life, Inc. 
55200 Quince Road, South Bend, IN 46619
574-232-0853 
staff@reinsoflife.org 
http://www.reinsoflife.org/

Continued on page 3
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